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Hermes
Ente di Ricerca della Massima 
Eccellenza Scientifica
Research Institution of the Highest 
Scientific Excellence

HUPPETS was created to promote a respectable, competent and honest education, as the most edi-
fying practice of knowledge aimed at the common good not only of the industrial classes but of every 

human being in proportion to his talents and potentials: it is a school of guaranteed excellence.

Its ability is to develop leadership in science and in the re-engineering of the new global humanism, 
basing its teaching on the basic or applied research of the distinctive departments and not on the 

teaching methodology of the faculties.

Its mission is to broaden the knowledge and educate students to research in every field of science, 
technology and other areas of investigation, which will best serve our country and the world of this 

century.

HUPPETS wants to be an educational innovation, a community of Men, represented by entrepreneu-
rs, managers, professors, researchers-students, who seek solutions to emerging problems and fall in 

love with fundamental science because they want to make the world a better place.

Today this longing leads us to search for the most deserving enterprises, professors and students to 
proceed along the impervious path of research as a form of new neurocognitive, digital and virtual 
learning technologies to make the HUPPETS teaching up to date with the present and open to the 

future making it accessible to students from all over the world.

The yearning for interdisciplinary exploration fosters the sectors on which the integrated constitutive 
research is developed between departments and companies, with a specific osmosis between pro-

fessors and managers, for which HUPPETS is committed to generating, disseminating and preserving 
knowledge, working with all the other socio-economic actors, to make this awareness of the great 

challenges of the world universal.

HUPPETS is dedicated through its departments, current and future, to provide an education to its 
researchers-students that unites rigorous academic studies with the enthusiasm of research and the 

exciting frenzy of discovery, thanks to the support and intellectual stimulation of a strongly diversified 
scientific community, innovative and discontinuous compared to the current faculty contexts. In each 
member of the departmental community of HUPPETS we try to develop the ability and the passion to 

work with wisdom, reasoning, creativity and effectiveness for the improvement of humanity.

   Prof. Romeo Ciminello Rettore

advanced training, research and transfer of knowledge
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HERMES Private University ETS, in short HUPPETS, as 
a research institution of the highest scientific excel-
lence aspires to constitute a model of entrepreneurial 
university, whose mission is the social and economic 
development of the country. 
The academic entrepreneurship is represented by 
scientific research, which thus becomes an insepa-
rable component of teaching.
We have decided to call “Farsighted Companies” the 
Italian and European business organizations, also 
with public participation, that, by focusing on scien-
tific research as innovation of their business, finance 
HUPPETS through the research projects that they 
commission.
The seven Departments of Companies, Economics 
and Development, Forensic Pedagogy, European 
and International Linguistics, Affective Neuroscience 
and Intercultural Studies, New Digital Technologies, 
Fine Arts, Restoration and Archeology, Cuisine and 
Nutrition offer an innovative model unique in its kind. 
They are the place where researchers-students meet 
the academic world and farsighted companies.

Unique and innovative model

Who are we looking for

HUPPETS offers the third cycle of university studies, 
therefore, its research training programs are intended 
for all those who have a three-year degree, a sin-
gle-cycle degree or a master’s degree.
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Objectives: Ethics and Potential - HUPPETS aims 
at anyone with the potential to contribute to a path of 
knowledge and effective skills even in the absence of 
formal titles.
HUPPETS wants to mean an autonomy of training 
paths that differ substantially from the existing and 
traditional.

Mission: we want to broaden the knowledge, edu-
cate students to research in every field of science, te-
chnology and other areas of investigation, which will 
best serve our country and the world of this century.

Vision: we aim at an educational innovation for 
a community of Men, represented by entrepreneurs, 
managers, professors and students who seek together 
possible solutions to emerging problems and fall 
in love with fundamental science, for the desire to 
make the world a better place where a decent life is 
possible.

Target: all human beings who wish to develop their 
leadership in science and in the re-engineering of the 
new global humanism, without distinction of class but 
with the attention exclusively focused on excellence 
and above all to those who cannot express themsel-
ves because they are not supported by the teaching 
class that is not updated but obsolete and outdated in 
the current context, because it is linked to repetitive 
teaching schemes based on the teaching methodolo-
gy of the faculties and not on the basic or applied re-
search of the distinctive and qualifying Departments.

The 4 focuses The fixed points of our model

• HUPPETS aims to constitute a university with 
non-competitive characteristics that is strongly 
projected towards the future of scientific knowledge.

• It is based on scientific research and the quality of 
teaching.

• It is not in competition with Italian universities.

• It stipulates agreements and conventions concerning 
the various educational courses, through an internatio-
nal network of universities, recognizing the appropria-
te royalties.

• Research projects are financed by farsighted com-
panies, which become owners of the scientific resear-
ch itself.

• Only excellent graduates, who then obtain the 
name of researchers-students, are admitted to the rese-
arch projects. At the end of the educational course 
they will take the name of researchers-teachers.
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How do we operate Why choose us

HUPPETS as a research institution of the highest 
scientific excellence creates opportunities to enter the 
world of work, through the concrete link established 
between the Researcher Professor and the Farsighted 
Company, as well as through the academic teaching 
in the international network of partner universities.

Becoming part of our research projects means concre-
tely approaching the world of work, as HUPPETS is 
the glue between supply and demand. Our research 
projects are the viaticum for the world of work. 

Imprese lungimiranti
europee

Imprese lungimiranti
italiane

Ambasciate paesi
europei

Università europee
Organizzazioni
 Imprenditoriali

italiane

Dipartimenti
qualificanti

Ricercatore Docente
con Phd oppure con
Dottorato di ricerca

HUPPETS
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DSES   Department of Companies, Economics and Development

DPF     Department of Forensic Pedagogy

DNTD   Department of New Digital Technologies

DNASI 

DLEI     Department of European and International Linguistics

DARA  Department of Fine Arts, Restoration and Archeology

DCN     Department of Cuisine and Nutrition

The Departments

Department of Affective Neuroscience and Intercultural            
Studies
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Organization
Smart Managing - Smart Working

The setting of HUPPETS is smart both from an execu-
tive and an operational point of view; in the context 
of a cultural change, HUPPETS has reconsidered how 
to organize its places, its spaces, its working hours, 
its operational tools and the interactions between the 
different organizational units, adopting a methodolo-
gy that includes four distinct phases of development:

• As is
• Planning
• To be
• Realization

The goal of the organization is to create a third 
university cycle that is people-oriented and tending to 
the result, with a multi-purpose and polyarchic tool-
box. The training and research centers belonging to 
farsighted companies are also considered HUPPETS 
locations. 
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Researchers-Students

Constituent Research

The training program

Attainment of the title

The Researcher-Student is the person who, having 
already obtained a three-year degree, a single-cycle 
master’s degree or a master’s degree in other Italian 
or foreign universities, has been admitted to the trai-
ning courses of HUPPETS, after passing the admission 
exam and regularization of the enrollment applica-
tion.

The training course is characterized by basic or ap-
plied research, according to the requests of the client 
companies indicated in special specifications. It is 
carried out by the researchers-students admitted to the 
three-year doctoral research program. The resear-
cher-student dedicates his full-time intellectual activity, 
also including internships, for a period of three years, 
obtaining the title of researcher-teacher after the 
publication of the research.
For each academic year the student gradually achie-
ves the following statuses:

 1st Year: Researcher-Student
 2nd Year: Effective Researcher
 3rd Year: Researcher-Teacher

It is organized as follows:
• First year - first semester attendance preparatory 
Master for the commissioned project of scientific 
research;
• First year - second semester start of the scientific 
research;
• Second year - scientific research;
• Third year - first semester end of scientific research, 
validation and publication of the research;
• Third year - second semester teaching.

• Doctorate: at the end of the training course the 
Researcher-Teacher   obtains the Doctorate, which 
constitutes the third level of education of the Italian 
academic system and is aimed at acquiring the skills 
necessary to carry out highly-qualified research activi-
ties at Universities, public and private bodies. It has a 
duration of three years for all the selected disciplines. 
The doctorate is issued in agreement with the Europe-
an partner university.

• PhD: it is an advanced postgraduate training pro-
gram that has the value of an international scientific 
excellence, at the end of which the researcher-student 
obtains the PhD title (Philosophiae Doctor). It is equi-

valent to the Doctorate courses of Italian universities 
and has a duration of three years for all the selected 
disciplines. Furthermore, it is recognized by the 
farsighted company that owns the research. The PhD 
can also be issued in agreement with the European 
partner university.
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Training programs

Specific Seminars

The system of university studies in Italy follows the 
lines of the university reform Min. Decree 270/2004 
which replaced the old reform 509/99, that had 
already introduced the division into a first and second 
level degree. The organization of university studies is 
divided into three cycles:

• First Cycle and Single-Cycle Courses: Bachelor’s 
Degree, Single Cycle Master’s Degree.
• Second cycle courses: Master’s Degree.
• Third cycle courses: Doctorates and Postgraduate 
Schools.

Each Department organizes specific Seminars, aimed 
at enhancing the specific skills of the participants. The 
specific Seminars are open to university students, gra-
duates and professionals. They are divided into front 
lessons and workshops up to 60 hours, spread over 4 
hours per day. They are taught by professors, repre-
sentatives of national and international organizations 
and senior managers of the private sector. The speci-
fic seminars are not part of the research projects.



H E R M E S   Private University  ETS

Summer School     

Gap Year

It offers a unique educational experience of intense 
interdisciplinary study, where learning means stimu-
lating curiosity and passions. Each summer program 
focuses on innovative topics and combines academic 
teaching with a range of real-world experiences, 
including company visits and case history studies. 
The summer programs are open to university studen-
ts, graduates and professionals, they last from three 
weeks to a month, up to 120 hours, between front 
lessons and workshops spread over 6 hours per day. 
The Summer School is composed of professors, repre-
sentatives of national and international organizations 
and senior managers of the private sector.

The British and the Americans, who invented it half 
a century ago, call it “gap year”. For now we have 
not imported the term, but the trend. More and 
more young Italians after graduation decide to give 
themselves a sabbatical year to orient themselves in 
their choice, before facing university or starting their 
career path.  
The Gap Year is divided into front lessons and wor-
kshops up to 480 hours, spread over 4/6 hours per 
day and has a duration that varies from six months 
up to the entire academic year.
If you have finished higher secondary school and you 
feel uncertain about the choice of university becau-
se of the different potentials and attitudes that you 
feel you have, you can find in our orientation paths, 
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run by professors, expert counselors, pedagogues, 
psychologists and which represent a service to sup-
port the transition, the right solution in line with your 
wishes, interests and professional values.
We aim to:

• activate a process of self-awareness of your knowle-
dge, skills and personal characteristics;
• analyze and, if necessary, help you re-orientate 
your professional wishes and projects within your 
attitudes and potentials;
• accompany you towards a valid, motivated, appro-
priate and conscious choice of a study course giving 
you at the end of the year a specific professional 
competence that you can use as a professional outlet 
and at the same time give you an overview of all 
the disciplines that you will have to deal with in the 
degree course towards which you are oriented;
• give you the opportunity, at the end of the course, 
to choose whether to integrate in the professional 
profile of the acquired skills and thus start working im-
mediately, or to continue studying by enrolling in the 
degree program of which you have already known 
the difficulties of the disciplines.
The choice of university studies, as well as being 
the result of careful analysis and processing of data 
related to study courses, locations of the educational 
activities, services for students and career opportuni-
ties, is mainly the result of multiple factors related to 
the personal characteristics of the person who must 
make this choice, which is often particularly confused.
Attending the HUPPETS courses means to have a 
different experience united by the common thread of 
human enrichment which, contrary to what one thin-
ks, starts to have a positive impact on the curricula. 
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MESAF

Master I or II Level

MESAF stands for Massima Eccellenza Scientifica 
per Alta Formazione (Maximum Scientific Excellence 
for Advanced Training) and is one of the novelties of 
HUPPETS. It is a flexible university program, whi-
ch allows a higher level of multidisciplinarity than 
traditional courses. Skills and notions of different 
backgrounds can interact in MESAF, to respond to the 
need for new professional figures and new specializa-
tions. MESAF is aimed at those who wish to continue 
to deepen their studies after graduation, to those who 
want to broaden their knowledge in other areas, to 
those who want to become professionals and apply 
the concepts acquired in the courses.
The skills that are formed by the MESAF programs are 
difficult to acquire in other ways. This is because the 

training courses are structured on the real needs of 
the farsighted companies that participate from the be-
ginning in the planning of the entire training project. 
The path similar to the traditional Master of 480 
hours of front (blended) is divided into 4 hours per 
day or 20 hours per week, including also workshops 
and specific traineeships for a total of 6 months.
MESAF can also be considered as the first specific 
and preparatory part of the research path of the PhD 
and is considered analogous to the 1st level Master, 
as it provides for the attribution of at least 60 credits.
The novelty of this type of program compared to the 
traditional Master, is given by the possibility of

doubling the number of front hours to 960 with a du-
ration of one year, which determines a value similar 
to the 2nd level Master and the attribution of 120 
credits. 
During the MESAF program, the participants, thanks 
to the direct presence of the external partners, can 
confront the world of work, see different contexts and 
orientate ambitions and professional paths.
From this perspective, the program becomes a fun-
damental and indispensable moment in the training 
process. MESAF operates outside the Bologna Decla-
ration and the recognition of scientific excellence is 
handled by the entrepreneurial world. 

It is a permanent and recurrent postgraduate degree 
of scientific specialization and advanced training, fol-
lowing the attainment of the three-year degree or the 
master’s degree. The HUPPETS Master is preparatory 
to a research objective and is issued in agreement 
with a recognized Italian or foreign university. It has 
a duration of at least one year and it provides for the 
attribution of at least 60 credits.
University Masters are divided into first and second 
level: the 1st level Masters are accessed after a 
three-year degree, the 2nd level Masters after a 
master’s degree. With the pre-reform degrees you can 
access both the 1st level Masters and the 2nd level 
Masters.
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PhD Doctorate

The PhD is an advanced postgraduate training pro-
gram that has international scientific excellence va-
lue, at the end of which the researcher-student obtains 
the PhD title (Philosophiae Doctor). It is equivalent to 
the Doctorate courses of Italian universities and has 
a duration of three years for all the selected discipli-
nes. Furthermore, it is recognized by the farsighted 
company that owns the research.
The PhD can also be issued in agreement with the 
European partner university.

The Doctorate constitutes the third level of studies in 
the Italian academic system and is aimed at acqui-
ring the skills necessary to carry out highly qualified 
research activities at universities, public and private 
bodies. It has a duration of three years for all the 
selected disciplines. The doctorate is issued in agree-
ment with the European partner university.
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Farsighted companies

Commission studies and research

HUPPETS is a private institution whose sponsors are 
companies, institutions and individuals, all united 
by a common goal: build the future together, create 
the University of merit and by investing in training, 
a resource par excellence to put innovative ideas in 
circulation, generate social mobility and enhance our 
country.
Supporting HUPPETS means sharing the idea of 
creating a University as a meeting place between re-
search and territory and considering research itself as 
an engine of cultural, social and economic growth. 
Not only that, it means believing in the importance of 
including young citizens, future ambassadors of our 
country, in an international context, enhancing the 
opportunities for growth, supporting talented young 
people by creating spaces for innovation and creati-
vity.

Be part of the Board

With the term “Farsighted Companies” we wanted 
to indicate the Italian and foreign business orga-
nizations, also with public participation, the third 
sector organizations that aim at scientific research as 
innovation of their business and that invest at least in 
a research project, a degree course, a PhD, a first or 
second level Master, a MESAF.

Fostering research and innovation means making 
your business grow. Strengthening education and 
human capital is the best investment a company can 
make. It is indeed a fact that companies grow if they 
innovate and that innovation is the result of research.
Write to: impreselungimiranti@unihermes.org to know 
how you can invest in a research project, a degree 
course, a PhD, a first or second level Master’s 
 degree, a MESAF.

Each Farsighted Company gets a seat in the HUPPETS 
Board of Directors.
This allows to provide the Departments the informa-
tion on their research interests, to check the deve-
lopments and to become the owners of the executed 
research. 
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Benefits for your company

Turn your business into a farsighted company, invest 
in scientific research and get the following benefits:

• Become the owner of scientific research, of its final 
result and of the possible industrial patents.
• Get a seat on the HUPPETS Board of Directors.
• You have the possibility to directly check your 
investment in the research project.
• You can include your managers in the research 
group.
• You can support research and innovation through 
different financing methods. The Italian tax system 
provides tax concessions that allow the full deductibi-
lity of donations from the income. Together with our 
experts you can find the most advantageous solution 
for your business.
• You have the possibility to manage the excellences 
dedicated to research in an international context.
• You can affiliate your training center to HUPPETS, 
activating specific academic courses.
• You can include your employees in research cour-
ses, both as managers and as staff to be used for 
more qualifying levels.
• You can offer a privileged research course to those 
who have a deserving scientific profile.
• You can enter university spin-offs, through innovati-
ve startups proposed by the Researchers-Teachers.
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Follow us on
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